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(Cont/d from page 13).  The symptoms may 
persist for weeks. This type of food poisoning, 
called cyguatera poisoning, is from a toxin that 
is produced by algae.  The small fish eat the 
algae, then the larger fish concentrate the toxin 
in their bodies by eating the smaller fish.  The 
toxin is tasteless and harmless to fish, and 
cooking does not destroy it.   Our usual advice 
regarding hygiene and careful food handling 
techniques will minimise these problems.  Keep 
food, food preparation surfaces and hands clean! 

(Cont/d from page 3) events etc.  This was then 
followed by the Perth Ladies’ Auxiliary and 
finally the Director or his assistant from Nulsen 
Haven advising of the improvements, successes 
and new projects etc. all for the benefit of the 
residents.  Nulsen Haven is indeed a wonderful 
‘home from home’ for the residents and is filled 
with love and care for them all. 

Our branch was almost 49 years old, and I 
served as President for 46½ years.  We have 
been a good team and I thank my members over 
the many, many years for their co-operation and 
loyal support at all times. 

The time had come when failing eyesight 
and a disability and my members not prepared to 
take office, because they too, have disabilities 
and health problems.  So sadly we had to close 
our branch.  

However, I, we, achieved what we set out to 
do; raise money for the less fortunate at Nulsen 
Haven and we are proud of our efforts. 

(Cont/d from page 5) and I look forward to 
seeing you all when I return in late July.  Best 
wishes Jennifer Cross.  

(Ed’s Note: just shows how folk can slip 
away, Jen, we never even knew you were due 
for long-service leave!) 

Lord, through this hour be thou our guide 
So by thy power, no foot shall slide! 

 
What we are is God’s gift to us! 

What we become is our gift to God! 

The above is a picture of a solid jarrah 
plank that made up the top of a cupboard 
that was installed in the historic Yarloop 
Hospital in 1901 and was cut at the old mill 
of Watrous (or ‘Waterous’ as both names 
were used by my father and grandfather and 
other timber workers of those days when 
telling stories about this old company mill). 

It was recently saved from destruction, is 
now considered an ‘artefact’, and is in the 
safekeeping of the Yarloop Historical 
Workshops. 

At a time when Val Fortune, formatter of 
the Kid’s Page of this paper,  was nursing at 
the Yarloop Hospital during the middle and 
late 1940’s, the cupboard top was being 
used to hold the huge, thick, leather-bound 
ledger that contained all the patient 
admissions and record of treatments for in 
and out-patients and also to write their 
nurses’ reports in.  The great slab of 
beautiful jarrah would have cost the princely 
sum of three shillings and sixpence (3/6) or 
(35 cents) and today around the $210 dollars 
if it was available, which is doubtful. 

A REMINDER TO THE PEOPLE 
OF YARLOOP 

The Learning Centre is now opening one 
evening a week for computer and internet 

access for those unable to make it in 
daytime hours!  This is 6 pm to 9 pm on 
Monday evenings until 16th July, then 
Tuesday evenings from the 24th July. 
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YARLOOP DESERVED A BETTER DEAL! 
(Though Mr Howard Page is 

Chairman of the Yarloop Assoc. 
of Ratepayers and Residents 
(YARAR) the following letter by 
Howie, that also voices the 
sentiments of other Yarloop 
people spoken to by this paper, 
is not written within the YARAR 
Assoc. and voices a  personal 
view!) 

Dear Hon. Mick Murray and 
interested parties. 

The medical situation in 
Yarloop is already at crisis 
point!  Dr Geok Ong is retiring 
at the end of the month, which 
will leave a doctor, by 
appointment, on Wednesday 
afternoons.  How do you know 
you are going to be sick on 
Wednesday is my question?  
What happens if you fall ill on a 
Friday? 

When I see ladies crying in 
anguish, I feel it needs some 
action!  I am acting by sending 
this letter to you and to whom it 
concerns to overcome Yarloop’s 
medical crisis! 

Mr McGinty stated the Cap 
on Yarloop Hospital would be 
raised.  It is now CLOSED! He 
should be ashamed. 

You sent me a letter saying 
there would be a doctor 

available each day and there 
won’t be!  You now have to 
find one and I am trying to help 
you do that!  Then you won’t 
have to feel ashamed as well.  

A lot of people don’t drive, 
or don’t have drivers’ licences 
to get to Harvey Hospital that 
by all accounts is to be 
restricted as well. 

I am in despair not just for 
myself as a TP Pensioner but 
because I feel the anguish and 
pain of the frail aged, disabled 
and for the parents who are 
already struggling under the 
burden of increasing costs of 
living and day-to-day needs. 

It is not good enough for 
Liberal to say it was the fault of 
Labor Party or the Labor Party 
to say it was the fault of the 
Liberal Party.  What I and many 
others want to see is that you do 
something to rectify the 
situation.  Not a plan!  We want 
to see action from everyone 
please!  God make them hear!  
God make them do something 
now, to rectify the situation. 
Please, is my prayer!   

Howard John Page. 26th 
June 2007.  

(Ed’s Note: It must be just 
as sad for Mr Mick Murray, for 

he must also feel let down 
by his Labor colleague, 
Mr McGinty.  It must be 
remembered that Mr 
Murray does not make 
decisions for the Labor 
Party proper, and he 
would have been only 
voicing the promises that 
Mr McGinty made on 
behalf of all or any other 
L a b o r  p o l i t i c i a n s 
interested in the Yarloop 
H o s p i ta l  s i t u a t i o n .  
Because of Mr Murray’s 
long-standing commitment 
to the town of Yarloop and 
its people, he also must be 
feeling ‘let-down’ by the 
Labor Party’s attitude to 
the overall health system 
in the area.  This paper 
cannot understand why 
Yarloop Hospital was 
closed instead of being 
expanded and fully 
upgraded. The building 
although old was still at a 
standard for further 
modernisation, and most 
important of all, Yarloop 
is almost central to 
Bunbury and Pinjarra.  It 
should have been a district 
hospital!) 



2 

EDITOR  Geoff Fortune PO Box 
758 Mandurah WA 95811678 or C/o 
Yarloop Workshops. 
 
SUB-EDITOR  Dawn Pitts PO Box 
758 Mandurah WA 6210 or C/o 
Yarloop Workshops. 
 
REPORTER Dawn Pitts 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS  Dawn Pitts 
and Val Fortune 
 
C H I L D R E N ’ S  P A G E 
FORMATTER Val Fortune as 
above addresses. 
 
ADVERTISING/SUBMISSIONS 
Advertising and ‘Letters to Editor’ to 
PO Box 758 Mandurah WA, Yarloop 
Workshops,  or ‘Brigette and Me’ or 
Yarloop Learning Centre.  Ring 
Chris for coming change of address!    

The DAM SPINNERS; CWA 
Hall.  Enquiries to Faye Taylor. Ph. 
97291342 or Joy Jackson Ph. 
97331810. 

Country Women’s Assoc. second 
Wednesday each month 1 pm Station 
Street. 

Yarloop PLAYGROUP every 
Wednesday 9.30 am to 11.30 am 
Yarloop Pavilion $2.00 per family 
and a piece of fruit Ph Tracy Osborn 
97334207.   

Visit Yarloop Learning Centre.  
Learn skills and impart your skills to 
others. 

Arts and Craft began March 
2007, every second Wednesday at 
12.30 pm. Phone Chris Germain on 
97335600. 

YARLOOP WORKSHOPS 
Steam Days second Sunday of the 
month from March to November. Ph 
9733 5215 or 97335368. 

EDITORIAL 
On a television news service some days back it 

was stated the ‘powers that be’ had reached the 
conclusion that an unstable home-life was the main 
cause of drug addiction. How clever of those 
intellectuals so-called!  Of course, they are a long way  
behind all ‘thinking’ people who reached that 
conclusion many years ago.   However, while about it, 
why don’t they list a hundred and one other problems 
that governments of both persuasions have forced on 
families and society since the 1939-45 War that have 
caused the disintegration of the family, and hence the 
great defence system for young minds that the family 
circle afforded in moulding responsible children and a 
great and wonderful society overall. 

The problem EVERYONE is facing today goes 
back to the simple statement of ‘no family defence 
system, no acceptable society’.  Society is breaking 
down by the minute, yet the last generations to still 
have a benchmark to look back on to realise the 
disintegration that has taken place, is now almost 
passed on.  When this process is complete, there will 
be no benchmark of social acceptance to guide young 
people and the anarchy that we see today in our 
society will be a Sunday school picnic in comparison. 

The above is too dramatic a statement you say!  
Well let us just wait and see!  
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MALA (Mature Aged Learning Association) 

Yarloop welcomed approximately 60 people 
who arrived by coach from Perth at 11.30 am to 
have a look at the town and the Workshops 
Complex.  After seeing the town, the group was  
welcomed by Mr Ron Sackville, the Workshops 
manager.  They formed two groups and some 
stayed in the restaurant for morning tea while 
the other group was taken on a guided tour of 
the Complex by Geoff Fortune, the Workshops 
curator. 

Thirty minutes later the other group 
commenced their tour under the guidance of 
Dawn Pitts.  After a comprehensive inspection 
of all the history the Workshops has to offer, 
both groups returned to the restaurant for one of 
Carmel Hill’s famous country-style 
scrumptious baked dinners.  

On arrival, Geoff met up with an old 
friend, Mr Frank Usher, whom he had not 
seen for 63 years, when Frank had stayed with 
Geoff’s parents in Yarloop while he (Frank) 
was working at the timber mill while waiting 
to enter Teachers’ Training College to become 
a teacher. 

Also in the group was an old school mate 
of Geoff’s, Mr John Fall. They had not seen 
each other since both were in the same class at 
the Yarloop School 70 years before. At that 
time John’s father was an accountant for the 
Millars Timber and Trading Co, that owned 
the entire Yarloop, Southwest, and 
metropolitan milling operation.  

It was a great pleasure for the Workshop 
volunteers to have the group visit. 

(Cont/d from bottom of previous page) 
parts of the body, such as blood vessels or 
certain parts of the eye. 

A 5 ounce serving of sweet potato 
returns 28 milligrams of vitamin C, which is 
almost half the daily need, or the ‘daily 
value’, as it is known.  At the same time that 
5 ounce serve provides 6 units of vitamin E, 
which is 20% of the daily need. 

The sweet potato is also a good source 
of fibre, and from this point of view, is one 
of those foods good for people with 
diabetes.    It is said that fibre indirectly 
helps lower blood sugar levels by slowing 
the rate at which food is converted into 
glucose and absorbed into the bloodstream. 

It is because the sweet potato is high in 
complex carbohydrates, they can help 
people control their weight, which also 
helps keep diabetes under control.   Since 
sweet potatoes are so satisfying, you’re less 
likely to reach for other fattier foods. 

As well as fibre and antioxidant 
vitamins, sweet potato contain the B range 
of vitamins folate and B6.  Such vitamins are 
said to help the brain perform some of its 
needs.   
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Left.  Another valuable volunteer new to 
our team, is Geoff Bicknell, from Harvey.  
Geoff is presently cataloguing every item, 
including the dozens of Smithy tools in the 
Blacksmiths’ Shop, for the Curator of the 
Yarloop Historical Workshops, Geoff 
Fortune.   Geoff Bicknell is completely 
thorough and professional in every aspect of 
his cataloguing, and will be a valuable 
commentator within the Blacksmiths’ Shop 
in informing our visitors about the trade of 
blacksmith.   

Geoff has well-founded knowledge in 
Mining Warehousing Cataloguing. 
Woodworking and wood turning.  
Hydroponics and aquaponics gardening.  
Gamefishing and fishing. Was the 
Agricultural College Residential Supervisor.  
Farm and caravan park caretaking. And 
supplied wood to the steam–driven, paddle 
boats on the great Murray River. Was 
Australia’s youngest postmaster. Was an 
RAAF flight mechanic. Toured Japan with 
the Occupation Forces, and has been a cattle 
drover from Halls Creek to Alice springs.  
And on top of all this, he is one heck of a 
nice bloke, so come along and have a chat to 
him.  

Bottom left.  Lyndal  O’Driscoll, a Yarloop 
Workshops volunteer was seen doing  a 
worthwhile job in clearing the rail track last 
Steam Day.  The track has to be cleared for 
inspection of the railway sleepers etc.   It is 
good to see happy people working around 
the Workshops on a day-to-day basis, and 
Lyndal was certainly no exception! THE HUMBLE SWEET POTATO 

Did you know that those delicious vegetables we 
call ‘sweet potato’ belong to the same family of 
plants as the ‘morning glory’ vine belongs to.  You 
know that creeper that grows quicker than you can 
say its name.  The vine with the purple flower.  This 
plant is not related to the white potato in any way. 

The sweet potato contains three well-known 
antioxidants-beta-carotene, and the vitamins C and E.  
To anyone interested in the food they eat, the sweet 
potato has a role in preventing cancer and heart 
disease. On top of this gift to you, the sweet potato 
contains oodles of complex carbohydrates, yet is low 
in calories, at only about 120 in a 5-ounce serve. 

Sweet potato is also known as the 
‘filling food’, and could play a part in 
weight control.  A 5-ounce serve of this 
food will also give you 14 mills of beta- 
carotene.   

Along with the beta-carotene, 
vitamins C and E protect the body from 
harmful oxygen molecules that today, 
are called ‘free radicals’.  Eating sweet 
potatoes and other beta-carotene rich 
foods, helps to neutralise said molecules 
before they damage various  (Cont/d 
top, right-hand side of next page)  
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THE YARLOOP RADIO CLUB (By Eva Tyler, President) 

On May 28th 1958, a branch of the 
Women’s Radio Service Club was formed in 
Yarloop.  I had the back-up of Jane Marshall 
of 6 PR-TZ-CI Radio Station Perth.  The in-
tention was for the club to raise funds for 
Nulsen Haven Home for mentally incurable 
children, and in later years, mentally and 
physically handicapped. 

At the meeting I was elected President, 
Mrs Nita Rice, Secretary and Pat Wilson, 
Treasurer.  We raised money from catering for 
weddings, parties, lunches at the Harvey 
show, walkathons, street stalls, raffles and 
even bonfires and many other sources.  It was 
a lot of work but we had a lot of fun too, and 
we raised thousands of dollars (pounds until 
1966) for our cause. 

Our grateful thanks go to Pam Bevan for 
poetry books, story books and paintings she 
did for us to raise money – some were donated 
for raffles.  Pam spent many hours writing and 
painting and is a caring and wonderful person. 

To begin with we held monthly meetings 
in the Yarloop Hall and that continued until a 
few years ago when we decided to move to 
members’ homes because some were unable 

to attend because of a disability or for health 
reasons. We were grateful to those who pro-
vided their homes.  However, our reunions 
were held in the CWA rooms, an excellent 
venue for social functions.  

I was invited to Waroona to help them 
form a branch and I was accompanied by 
Mary Purcell.  I was delighted to be part of the 
event, and now they have a strong branch. 

The delegates conference came about from 
the idea of a Yarloop member, Val Yates in 
1960 and was adopted immediately and has 
continued every since.  At first, and for a 
number of years, the meetings were held in 
Yarloop with the Perth and Southwest clubs 
attending.  Later it was moved to Bunbury so 
that clubs south of Bunbury could attend, and 
of recent years, back to Yarloop.  Yarloop 
Bowling club has been an ideal place in a 
pleasant setting; the catering for a meal, meet-
ing and get-together is excellent  Rosemary 
Green provided us with a superb meal in 
keeping with Yarloop tradition. 

At the delegates meeting all clubs have 
given their Annual Report of activities and 
money-raising (Cont/d back page)  
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YARLOOP HISTORICAL WORKSHOPS 
COME SEE THE WORKING STEAM ENGINES  

Charlie died leaving his 
widow $50,000 dollars.  The 
lawyers were taking months 
and months to settle the will, 
and Clara, Charlie’s wife, was 
fed up. “Sometimes,” she said 
to her friend. “I’m sorry that 
Charlie died.  Do you know,  
I’d give $10,000 of that money 
just to have him back again!” 

“WOMEN”, said old Fred 
to his mate, “Are mighty 
similar in one way. No two of 
them are alike.” 

“Life insurance,” declared 
old Bill, “is a scheme whereby 
you must live poor so that 
you’ll be rich when you die!” 
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FOOD POISONING   
By Allan R. Handysides 

and Peter N. Landless.  
A patient asks these two 

Seventh-Day Adventist doctors 
the following question: ‘I am 
getting very concerned about the 
safety  of our food supply.  We 
read so much about food 
poisoning and toxins.  What can 
we do to protect our families?’ 

We have had a lot in the 
news recently about food 
poisoning.  But in reality the 
food supply is probably safer 
now than at many times in 
history.  The recent USA 
‘contaminated spinach’ problem 
was an unusual event—hence, its 
wide publicity. 

Though flesh foods are well 
known as sources of food 
poisoning, recently the public 
has become more aware that 
contamination of any food can 
take place.  Common causes of 
food poisoning are shellfish, 
poultry, undercooked eggs and 
unpasteurised dairy products.  
Contamination of vegetables 
grown close to the ground is at 
risk, especially if manure is used 
as fertiliser, or animal waste is 
allowed to pollute any crop. 

Human waste is VERY 
dangerous as fertiliser, because it 
can carry human germs. 

Animals are often treated 
with antibiotics if they are ill, 
and this may lead to resistant 
strains of bacteria.  Later 
infection of a human with a 
resistant strain  may cause 
problems in the treatment of the 
human.  This problem of 
antibiotic resistance is not the 
main issue, but may make the 

treatment of food poisoning 
more difficult. 

One of the most serious 
plant food risks is the eating 
of raw sprouts.  Because the 
sprouts are grown in water, 
they are easily contaminated 
with bacteria that also grow in 
the water. There is more food 
poisoning from ‘sprouts’ than 
from many other animal 
products. 

While washing vegetables 
will clear away many 
bacteria, some may actually 
get into the substance  of the 
plant, and cannot be washed 
off.  The water used to wash 
vegetables must, of course, 
itself be clean. 

Cooking will kill viruses 
and bacteria, but it does not 
always destroy their toxins 
poisons) that may also cause 
symptoms.  Staphylococcal 
toxins persist, even after 
boiling.  Hence, the reason for 
recommendation to keep ‘cold 
food cold’ and ‘hot food hot’, 
so as to stop the bacterial 
growth that may take place in 
lukewarm foods.  

Some of the more 
common food poisoning 
germs are as follows.  

T h e  b a c t e r i a 
Campylobacter may be found 
in undercooked poultry, 
unpasteurised milk, and 
water.  The germ causes 
diarrhea (which can be 
bloody), fever, vomiting and 
cramps, lasting two to five 
days.  

Pathogenic E coli. can do 
the same.  The strain 0157:H7 

has been in the news a lot as 
‘hamburger disease’ but the 
spinach contaminat ion 
outbreak in the United States 
shows this ‘bug’ is not 
limited to beef .  The danger 
with this strain is that it 
causes damage to the blood 
and kidneys, leading to 
kidney failure and even death 
— especially in the young or 
elderly. 

Salmonella and Listeria 
are other bacteria that 
commonly cause poisoning.  
Viruses can also cause food 
poisoning; outbreaks of the 
‘Norwalk’ virus infections on 
cruise ships have been big 
problems 

Botulinum toxin is a 
deadly poison, and though 
botulism is rare because of 
better bottling and canning 
practices, it may still result 
from oil that has been 
infused with garlic.  This is 
because the garlic may carry 
the bacteria Clostridium 
botulinum.  These bacteria 
do not grow where there is 
oxygen, but when the garlic 
is immersed in oil, then there 
is no oxygen and they can 
multiply. 

Another form of food 
poisoning that is familiar to 
people living in the tropics is 
‘fish’ food poisoning that 
comes from eating large reef 
fish, such as barricuda, 
groper, red snapper, and 
amberjack.  The patient has 
abdominal pain, diarrhea,  
and low blood pressure.  
(Cont/d back page)  
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BUSINESS. Fraser Range Model Railways.  Mining Families Foundation of Aust. Ltd. 
TELEPHONE NUMBER. (08) 93799479 
INTERNET LISTING www.miningfamilies.com 
ADDRESS. 10 Thompson Rd, Success Hill 6054. 

BUSINESS. Tourism.  Historical Steam Workshops and a working Steam House! 
TELEPHONE NUMBER. 97335215 or 97335368 
INTERNET LISTING. Www.yarloopworkshops.com.au. 
ADDRESS. Railway Parade. Yarloop. Western Australia.   

YARLOOP COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTRE 
Some Committee and Youth Members met 

with Cr Gary van Burgel on Wednesday 20th of 
June to discuss the proposed skate park that has 
been on and off the drawing board for several 
years.  Hopefully, the current people interested 
in this plan will be able to carry it through to 
completion and produce another activity for 
local youngsters to enjoy. 

Chris returned from the Melbourne 
Conference earlier than Helen, Louise and Ann, 
so I had just the one day to man the office on 
my own and no problems occurred which was 
good.  I do not have the amount of hands-on 
experience these days as I did in the past, so it 
is nice to know that I am still able to cope with 
most things when required. 

Apparently all ‘the girls’ enjoyed their 
sojourn in Melbourne, especially Louise on her 
first visit. 

Our Vice-chair, Steve Smith, has opened the 
Centre on the last two Monday evenings from 6 
pm to 9 pm, but no one has come by to use the 
computers, although I believe that there are 
people in the community interested in accessing 
this service.  The Centre will continue to be 
open for the public, as stated, until Monday the 
16th of July and then on Tuesdays from 24th 
July.  Maybe the cold weather is keeping 
people away but never fear, the Centre has 
heating and hot drinks available. 

Six people are booked to attend the 
Regional Leadership Forum that is being held 
at Fairbridge later this month.  I am hoping  it 
will be as interesting and useful as the previous 
workshops were when we went to ECU 

Bunbury and Katanning last year. 
There is very little happening on the 

Craft side of things, although some Waroona 
ladies have shown an interest, and we hope 
to get them coming along regularly. 

Remember that if you want to learn a 
new skill/craft or would like to share your 
knowledge with others, please contact Chris 
on 97335600 or Jan on 97334013 so we can 
organise classes to suit. 

Jan Delaney; Secretary, Yarloop 
Community learning Centre Inc. 

BENEFIT WITHOUT THE BOOZE! 
For every drinker who likes alcoholic 

drink, there is someone who prefers non-
alcoholic drinks.  If non-alcoholic wine is 
your toast of choice then you’re in luck; for 
except for the alcohol that is extracted 
during processing, non-alcoholic wines 
contain the same good ingredients as real 
wines. 

Non-alcoholic drink contains the 
beneficial ingredients of quercetin and 
resveratrol, two elements or compounds that 
have shown to have the value of healing. 

When drinking for health, the experts 
say to choose non-alcoholic wines by the 
darkness of their colour. 

It is also stated that as with alcoholic 
wines, many of the protective compounds in 
non-alcoholic wines is what gives the liquid 
its crimson colour.  Drink for health, not for 
destruction! 
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‘CALL HALL’ 
 

WAYNE AND EVELYN HALL FOR 
CONTRACT FENCING, SEED DRILLING, HAY 

BALING! 
Mobile: 0416212289 

After hours; 97335140 

YARLOOP SOCIAL NEWS (By Jennifer Cross) 

Wow!  Has this year flown?  We are now 
in June and it leaves me wondering where the 
past six months have gone.  Celebrating their 
birthdays this month are the following people.  
Brodie, Steve, Jennifer, Ken, Jackie, Coral, 
Holly and I guess quite a few others; trust you 
all have had a great time. 

Unfortunately the Big Cup of Tea didn’t 
get the numbers as hoped, however, next 
year’s fundraiser with heaps of advertising, 
verbal as well as printed, will certainly have 
many more participants. 

Aren’t some people the luckiest!  Emma 
and Trish went to the concert for ‘Pink’ 
thanks to Trish’s success in winning tickets 
for the concert.  The rest of us fans were left at 
home just eating our hearts out.  Congrats!
Glad you enjoyed yourselves. 

Ken Mitchell is noted for great 
celebrations on his birthday, and this year was 
no exception, with not only a lovely dinner in 
Bunbury, which included long-time friend, 
Carmel, and he travelled back to his old 
stamping ground, Northam, with some of his 
family.  Unfortunately with distance and work 
commitments,  not everyone was able to join 
them, but knowing the Mitchell’s, they would 
have had a thoroughly good time of it. 

Yarloop Ratepayers and Residents Group 

were warmly received by the Shire meeting in 
Harvey, and have been assured of support in 
their endeavours.  All this is with thanks to, and 
thanks from, the ‘Man with the Dog’!  

What a difference the Wednesday morning 
clean-up around town is doing for the place.  
Still so sad though that we have to resort to 
picking up rubbish after others, but there again, 
hopefully they may take notice and learn to take 
pride in our lovely little town.   

Speaking of our town, I can’t help but 
answer Mrs Delaney (last Yarloop Yarning) 
when she speaks of how Yarloop used to be.  
Thankfully, those of us who never had the 
opportunity to know the former Yarloop, are 
able to hear of its history through people such 
as our editor and many other local historians.  
However, come on let’s stop the grieving 
process and look forward to a bright future  
with residents who have chosen to stay, and 
those who chose to call Yarloop ‘home’. 

Ashley and Chantelle, along  with 
grandparents, Tracy and Terry, are delighted to 
announce the arrival of their firstborn, Rhyse.  
Congratulations from all of us.   

Next month’s social news will have to be 
with the compliments of the Editor of the 
Yarning (Cont/d back page) 



6 

BUNBURY ROTARY HOEING 
 

Owen Eastcott PO Box 108 Waroona!  Phone (08) 97335415.  
Mobile. 0428931630.  Fax 97335428. Pager 94809135. 

 
 

Re-seeding and fertilising!  Ripping and mounding for 
trees or vineyards!  Rotary hoeing!  General tractor 

work!  Tractor hire!  Firebreaks! All work done 
professionally and speedily! 

REPORTS FROM MULGARA FAMILY CENTRE 
RACE AROUND YARLOOP 

PART ONE:  The 12th of July will be the 
official race date, where, in teams, you have to 
find clues to each marked place in Yarloop.  
You then have to take a photo as proof that 
you went there.  The first one back wins! 

PART TWO:  On the 19th of July, your 
photos will be developed and in your teams 
you have to mark out your journey. 

Both days are from 11.00 am to 2.00 pm 
and costs only $2.00.  Lunch and afternoon 
tea will be provided.  You need to be between 
the ages of 9 to 16. 

You must register, but be quick because 
spaces are limited.  For a permission slip 
please go to the Yarloop Community Centre at 
1 Barrington-Knight Road Yarloop or call 
97335600.  (The above is supported by the 
Yarloop Community Centre.)  

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
Wednesday  11th July.  Garage sale 11 

am. to 2 pm.  Garage Sale . 
Thursday 12th July Race around 

Yarloop. 11 am to 2 pm.  $2.00 (Lunch 
included). 

Wednesday 18th July. Clay Tiles and 

Face Masks.  11 am to 2 pm.  $5.00 (Lunch 
included). 

Thursday  19th July.  Race around 
Yarloop (Part 2) 11 am to 2 pm $2.00 
(Lunch included).  

All activities will be held at the Yarloop 
Community Centre at 1 Barrington-Knight 
Road Yarloop.  All participants need to be 
between the ages of 9 to 16 and need to enrol 
beforehand.  For all enrolment forms please 
pick them up at the Yarloop Community 
Centre on 97335600 

(Note) The Mulgara Family Centre 
(Connections Project) is supported by the 
Yarloop Community Centre  

YARLOOP COMMUNITY 
LEARNING CENTRE. 

 
Will be holding a ‘Second 
Clicks’ course.  Computer 

interested persons contact the 
Centre on 97335600 
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THE KIDS’ PAGE (By Val Fortune) 



10 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor, I am an 

‘old’  Yarloopian and often 
think of my days there.   

After the war and before 
I started work in 1952 there 
was not a great need for 
pocket money but it helped.  
Around the house there 
were chores such as 
chopping wood, mowing 
the grass with a hand 
mower and chopping the 
head off a chook at Easter 
or Christmas time, and 
plucking and cleaning 
same.  For this we got our 
sixpence to go to the 
‘pictures’ on Friday night. 

I needed money to play 
football  and tennis.  
Malcolm Whatman gave 
me a job, but all it was 
filling bottles with kerosene 
from a 44-gallon drum — 
refrigerators were run by 

kerosene those days.  I also 
chopped wood for Ken 
Higgins (Ed’s Note: Ken and  
Jean Higgins owned the 
delicatessen that is now the 
One-Stop Shop) as they 
cooked pies etc to sell in the 
shop.  No electric or gas stoves 
in those days.  Ken also sold 
the afternoon paper ‘The Daily 
News’.  A bundle of them was 
dropped from an aeroplane in 
a paddock.  I stood under a 
tree until they kicked it out of 
the aeroplane then raced the 
paper into Yarloop on the 
handlebars of my bike.  

Just about every Saturday 
night there was either a dance 
or ball (the big one was the 
Hospital Ball).  No alcohol 
was allowed in the hall so the 
blokes drank outside.  We set 
the alarm for the time the 
dance finished and armed with 

a torch, collected the beer 
bottles.  The marine dealer 
gave us a halfpenny each.  One 
night I found a 10-bob ($1.00)
note and thought it was 
Christmas.  That was equal in 
value to 240 bottles. Yours 
Faithfully Arthur Scott. 

  
Ed’s Note: Arthur comes 

from a well-known Yarloop 
family. His father, Nat, worked 
for the company first in Nanga 
Brook, then for a large 
number of years, in Yarloop. 
Nat was also a staunch 
member of the Yarloop Rifle 
club and in his heyday, an 
excellent shot.   Rotha Scott, 
Arthur’s mother, was a hard 
worker for the Country 
Women’s Assoc.  Authur’s 
letter concludes next month.) 

CHEQUE PRESENTATION 
Mr Mick Murray MLA of Collie, presented a 

cheque for the sum of $2,500 to Mr Ron 
Sackville, the Yarloop Historical Workshops 
manager.  This amount was kindly given by Mr 
Murray, on behalf of the State Labor 
Government that he represents, and is 
completely and utterly to pay for the monthly 
printing by a Mandurah commercial printer of 
the Yarloop Yarning Journal.  Those who 
produce this Journal, and all those connected 
with it are forever grateful for this sum that will 
allow the Journal to continue. 

At the same time the three formatters who 
produce the copy are printing one hundred 
copies per month at their own expense to help 
make this sum go even further.  

The sub-editor has been informed by one 
enthusiastic ‘fan’ that he has just found the 
Journal on the internet and it is now his 
favourite site at the end of each month. 

This type of feedback is truly encouraging 
and appreciated. 

We have also been told by a majority that 
they prefer the A5 format to the A4 format.  
Though it is probably a ‘matter of opinion’ 
we have decided to stay with the A5 format at 
least until the next ten issues are completed. 

It might be also stated that the Historical 
Yarloop Workshops Newsletter, which is 
separate to the Yarloop Yarning, but which is 
produced by the same formatters, is also on 
the internet.www,yarloopworkshops.com.au. 
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‘I sat in the grass and was no longer 
afraid; for while I was alone with nature I 
realised—realised without actually knowing 
it—that fear is a sickness for which there is 
no remedy.  Anyone who is afraid as I was at 
that time, should look at nature and see that 
God is much closer than most people think!’ 

(Ed’s note; The following words were 
written by a 15 year old girl around the year  
1943-44.  The statement belongs to the little 
Jewish girl, betrayed by one of her own 
countrymen to the German Secret Police 
and who was sent to her death in the gas 
chambers of a concentration camp in the 
attempt by the German nation to slaughter 
the entire Jewish population on earth.  
Man’s inhumanity to man knows no 

bounds, and a year after writing these lines in 
her diary, Anne Frank, for such was her now 
well-known name, died in the infamous Belsen 
chamber of horrors. 

THE CENTIPEDE 
The centipede was happy quite 

Until the frog for fun 
Asked ‘which leg comes after which?’  

It threw him into such a fright 
And raised his mind to such a pitch  

That he lay distracted in a ditch  
Not knowing how to run. 

(How true it is that we do so many things in life 
automatically and without thinking !) 



8 

HARVEY VISITOR AND TOURISM CENTRE 
15 KMS SOUTH OF YARLOOP IS A TOWN THAT IS A TOURIST’S DELIGHT 

 

Phone 97291122 
 

A new advertisement pending in this space!  
Not available for this issue! 

YARLOOP VOLUNTEER BUSHFIRE BRIGADE SUPPORT GROUP 

The AGM was held on Friday the 25th May.  
The committee remains the same.  Amidst the cold 
and wintry weather on Friday night (22nd June) 
the stalwarts turned out for the fortnightly raffles 
etc and were pleased to see Howie back on deck 
after his recent stay in hospital.  We hope all will 
be well again, health-wise, for him very soon. 

Welcome home to Val Christie, who enjoyed 
her sojourn in SA, but was unable to join us as she 
was expecting a visit from her son.  Guess he 
arrived safely despite the rain. 

On Friday June 8th we had a visit from the 
Newman Family who had been living in Yarloop 
for several months and were about to move to 
Busselton. 

Bevan had heard that Lillian, the eldest of four 
children, was raising money for the Peel Zoo, so 
we invited her along to show us her handicrafts, 
and also tell us some stories that she had written.  
This was an interesting interlude and over $50.00 
was donated to the zoo fund via a donation from 
the Support Group and purchases and donations 
made by people present.  Bevan was absent, as he 
had a dining-in night  to attend at RAAF Pearce, 
but several other members and former members 
decided to pay us a visit, so all in all, it was a 
successful evening in more ways than one.  
Thanks to Aleza and Mike for bringing their 
children to share in Lillian’s presentation that we 
all thought was wonderful. 

It is lovely to see modern day 
youngsters doing special things to benefit 
organisations that help other children or 
animals and the environment.  Bodes well 
for the future, I feel, so again, ‘thank you’ 
Lillian. 

Jan Delaney; social director. Bill 
Christie; President. Noelene Snedden; Sec/
Treas. For all information please phone 
97334013.    

A lady at the supermarket was pushing 
a pram with her grandchild in it, and every 
time she purchased something and put it in 
the pram she said, “Here is another item, 
Diploma.”  

The shopkeeper could not hold back 
any longer, and said, “Every time you put 
one of your grocery items in the pram, you 
call the baby ‘Diploma’.  Why?” 

“Well,” the lady replied, “I sent my 
daughter to university to get a diploma and 
this is what she came home with!” 

Rockefeller was asked how he got so 
rich! “Well,” he said, “I bought an apple 
for one cent and sold it for two cents,  then 
I bought an apple for two cents and sold it 
for four cents, and I kept selling apples in 
this way, until my grandmother died and 
left me two hundred million dollars.” 
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WAROONA CONTRACTING 
97333933 OR 0417962321 

AG LIME 
BLUESTONE 
DRIVEWAYS 

EARTHWORKS 
GRAVEL 

HOUSE PADS 
LIMESTONE 

ROAD ROLLERS 
SAND  

WATER TRUCKS 

Lillian reading one of her stories at 
the Yarloop Fire Station to raise funds 
for the Peel Zoo (See Story at left).  

(Ed’s Note:  It makes a great story 
these days to see initiative in one so 
young.  Initiative is an offshoot of 
confidence,  and confidence is 
something missing in millions of young 
people today. Confidence is self-
reliance, assurance or a boldness that 
allows us to step forward enhancing 
our outlook on life and achieving 
success in the things we undertake. 

A recent photo of the ‘Doctor’s House’ with a more 
pronounced air of its original appearance.  Even at this 
stage of the reconstruction process, if nothing more 
happened, except a complete and professional exterior 
paint job, it would be something to behold, and 
somewhat closer to the appearance it presented when 
this editor first saw it 76 years ago.   

Many have queried if it is a matter of an apostrophe 
placement and is the house that belonged to the 
doctors’ (plural) or was the doctor’s house (singular). 

To answer that as yes it was a house that numerous 
doctors have lived in over the years, but ever since I 
can remember it referred to one doctor and so should be 
remembered as ‘THE Doctor’s House’. THE Doctor 
being Doctor Ronald Barrington-Knight. Because he 
lived  in it for the 56 years he served the people as the 
district doctor, it will always be remembered as THE 
Doctor’s House, in other words the house where doctor 
Knight lived, regardless of any other medical resident! 


